NEBA

NORTH EAST BERKELEY ASSOCIATION

News

Spring 2010

EEEEE BERKELEY BUDGET EDITION EEEEE
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING IN MAY

BERKELEY'S BUDGET AND THE POOLS BALLOT MEASURE
Wednesday, May 26, 201Q 7:00 pm. (Mingle with your neighbors 6:00-7:00 p.m.)

AT NORTHBRAE COMMUNITY CHURCH, HAVER HALL
941 The Alaneda (at Los Angeles)

Presi dentds Messag
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The Pools Measure asks tascommit toa $22,500,00
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BERKELEY®6S BUDGET NI GHTMARE (AND OURS)

As everyone certainly kwes, government, families andr spent.
individuals are facing catastrophic loss of assets and
income, a situation deemed by most experts as the Mgt General Fund (which pays for most of our
serious since the Great Depression. There is no sssential public safety and general government
end in sight and there is a reasonable chance thats#dreices)is supported by base real property taxes, the
situatian could even worsen. property transfer tax, the City sales tax, City utility
users taxes, the hotel tax, and parking revenues. All of
After years of high spending and high local taxatiotmese revenues are down, about $6M down in total. We
the City of Berkeley is facing an annual operatingte that the controversial increase irrkpag meter
deficit of almost $15M which will grow exponentiallffees and fines, instead of the projected revenue
unless drastic measures are taken. In one categuiysion, resulted in a loss of about $1.5M in parking
alone, City contributios for employee retirement, theevenues in addition to the loss to local merchants from
projections indicate an increase of more than 5@8wer customers. People are still free to avoid
between 2009 and 2016. As bad as are these cuBenkeley and shop elsewhere. Weertht want to reach
deficits, there aréhundredsof millions in unfunded the point where productive families avoid living here
longterm City liabilities that must be addressed. Band choose to live elsewhere.
there hasnotben a f ul | public accounting of the Cityos
long term unfunded liabilities for personnel costSpecial Fund losses account for the additional $9M
infrastructure requirements, and bonded indebtedneldicit. The biggest of these is a $4M+ deficit in the
A clear assessment of our shtetm situation, of iRef use Fundo despi 0% rate h e
immediate spending and cuts and new revenues, surefyc r e a s e i mpl ement ed i n
shaild not be made without this overall picture. Aanner (written up in the last NEBA newsletter).
report on t he Cityos | Residgritseandneverusonie Coutha@ndembbers aebstuhne
prompted by a group of concerned citizens and to dighe apparent lack of knowledge, planning, foresight,
prepared by the City Manager, is due in May. Whied business sense evident in this situitiand are
this is not the independent outside audit initialtyal | i ng f or a compl ete r ¢
requested, it will hopefully provide an honest arsrvice. While some apologists point to increased
competent assessment, and a framework for infornmesident recycling, reduced resident waste and can size
decisionmaking. reduced use of the Transfer Station, and ongoing
poaching of recyclables, the lasause of the huge
FY 2011 Citywide Operating Deficit of about $15M deficit is stunningly simpi@ Berkeley uses almost
The Ci-tund@muakbbudget is about $325M artdvice as many refuse employees per route as any
includes the General Fund budgétabout $150M and neighboring City, the compensation for these
Afspeci al fundso budget s enmplbyees bas stéadily ibcrebskt, and the7 dparomier
Citydéds overall budget , fuadioma under$afcdn® Mork rules thaibw vetusee d
personnel cost s. Ma n y eroployeds todavefisbop muesj dedart wiork eadysagd/or
refuse, public health) are budget and tax fictions tls&gn up for overtime on other routes.
justify special fees, taxesnd entrenched programs,
confuse the public and City Council, and makather Revenue Problems
priority-setting and spending decisions quitEhere arenumerous otherevenue issueand shortages
complicated. Resident property owners should stutigt will impact ug for example, at the permit center,
their various bills to understand the nature and scopéofmental heatt services, in affordable housing
local taxation: the propsrttax bill (right side) for a funding One of the most shocking pertains to the
list of special taxes; the property tax bill (left sideoterapproved animal shelter. While the voters
under Avoter approved apprdved a $7€¥ band ie 2002 bakenl on the wriiteh:
indebtedness; the various utility and refuse bills fodascriptions, promises, and commitments made at that
wide variety of fees and taxes. Many Berkeléyne, there has mparently been so much infighting,
property ownerar e s hocked by t boefusiorC extravagant deBamdskand delay that the
Sewer Service Feeo bil |l ehkltef ms not dnlg re@dinedyunbuilt, therd kré& Dow

no one seems to know exactly how it is accounted émst overruns projected at about $4.5M. The City
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COME TO THE NEBA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING , WEDNESDAY, MAY 26, 2010
BERKELEY'S BUDGET AND WARM WATER POOL
WednesdayMay 26, 2010, 7:00 p.nfCome early, mingle with your neighlors 6:00-7:00 p.m.)
AT NORTHBRAE COMMUNITY CHURCH, HAVER HALL
941 The Alameda (at Los Angeles), Berkeley

AGENDA

1 7:00PM BOARD MEMBER ELECTICN

1 710 PM SPEAKERS ON THE BUDGT:
City Manager Phil Kamlarz And City Budget Manager Tracy Vesely
Council Menbers Susan WengrahdLaurie Capitelli

1 7:40PM  YOUR QUESTIONS

1 8:25PM SPEAKERS ON THE POC& MEASURE:
Rob Collierand Jean JohnsérFor The Measure
Marie Bowman and Robert Cabrér®pposing The Measure

1 8:45PM YOUR QUESTIONS

has already allocated $1M from the General Fund1fe? norm and still shrinking.

isubsi d2002 éand, and e City Manager has

proposed an additional City bonded indebtednessTof begin to see our way out of the current and 4ong
$4-5M to cover the shortfall. This indebtedness coulerm economic crisis, if there is a way out, resgaas

go forward without voter approval, in the form gboliticians, residents and employees need:

Certificates of Participation, which would cost the

General Fundn additional $340,000 annually for thReceive, review and integrate into decisionmaking a

life of the bond. compl et e, competent and
long term liabilities for pensions and related employee
Now What? costs, infrastructure requirements, and bonded

Clearly, this is a terrible situation for the City, it;xdebtedness;

residents, and its taxpayers. Various powerful interest

groups continue to press for their own particul®@ome to immediate grips with the unfairness and
funding without appardmegard for the longerm well  unsustainabilty of the current City employee
being and sustainability of the City and of its actuedmpensation structure and work rules, and make
silent majority of taxpayer families. Pool advocat@mmediate changes in the labor contracts and/or in City
want almost $23M in a bond for new pools (sé4anagefpromulgated work mandates; insofas
separate article herein); City refuse collectors deasible, limit employee terminations by-aesigning
obviously disinined to give up their overmanne@mployees and cutting hours/expenses adtass
routes and privileged work rules, and they flood Cibpard; where terminations are required by economic
Council meetings with their members; many anima&ality, terminate ineffective and unreliable employees
advocates dondt seem t o amdapmgamsffosty regandlesk of lorigedtybpslitical t
perfect animal shelter in a perfect location with perfquessures;

stak-of-the-art medical facilities; Berkeley renters will

vote to pass any tax measure so long as it is not pai&byiously examine all City programs for intrinsic value,
them but by homeowners, actually a form efficiency, and effectiveness, prioritize on a scale of
representation without taxation; City employees assential to relatively neessential, and make
loathe to change their multimillion dollar persl appropriate alterations and eliminations; put first
guaranteed pension plan which is unmatched anywhéregs firsb public safety and basic infrastructure;
except on Wall Street and to which they made pmvide educational and safety net services that really
financial contribution; City streets are crumbling, owork, not simply sound good; add no new taxes, fees
traffic lights are archaic, and current shortfalls (mostly programs until we have our priorities straight and
for personnel costs) are being fit@d with capital there is a real community consensus;

maintenance moneys and scarce Reserve Funds; the

Citydéds Reserve Fund of 8dbupatruly@ptedeMative bislgetweaview contmaskian v
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comprised of ordinary taxpayers and economic expetitgg City Council and City Manager on spending,
one that is not slanted to spediaterest money seekerprograms, and taxes.

or that is impervious to the declining fortunes of most

Berkeley residents, businesses, and taxpay#is The economic world has changed for the foreseeable
commission should develop its knowledge arfigture and we in Berkeley simply aamt conduct our
expertise and become the-gogroup for feedbacko busness as usual.

JUNE BALLOT MEASURE ON POOLS

After months of discussion, two voter surveys, an@lp pr opri ately called a #ft
intense lobbying by pool advocates, the City Counciler nacul ar , a ihot pool o
voted to place a $22,500,000 (plus builtinflator) Association guidelines for pool temperature indicate
Community Facilities bond otine June 8, 2010 ballot.that a temprature of 90 degrees and above is only
This measure requires a 2/3 majority to pass. dtitable for certain limited types of therapy and
would: provide for a replacement indoor warm poal e habi | i t ati on, and for F
of about 2250sf and associated facilities constructedt@tperature is recommended for most other potential
West Campus, to replace the warm pool at the BHSers of a warmehannormal pool, such as pregnant
gym scheduled for demtabn by BUSD; construct a women,older adults, the obese, the arthritic, and those
new allpurpose 25 meter pool and associatagith multiple sclerosis. It appears that there are only
facilities at King; and renovate the existing pool anabout 100 Berkeley users of the existing therapeutic
associated facilities at Willard. Over the life of thepool at Berkeley High School. A new therapeutic hot
bond, the average annual tax cost for a 1900 @bol would thus serve very few Berkeleyassd at
residence is estimated $70, and at $297 for a 10,000nost a few hundred regional usewdthout regional
sf commercial space. Since the measure includesfimancial contribution. Current user fees are
unusual levy for ongoing maintenance (ordinarily paisubsidized by about $20 per swim and there has been
out of the General Fund), after the bond is repaid o effort to explore higher user fees for those who can
2040 there would remain an annual maintenance tafford it or who can get health insurance
of $24 for the average homeowner. And as theeimbursement, or for neBerkeleyans. In any event,
measure is based on property square footage, thasdirect subsidy to all current users for use elsewhere
forgoing taxes would be proportionately higher fowould be minuscule compared to the bond cost. The
larger properties. YMCA has two therapeutic pools and there are other
possible resources at UCB.
The NEBA board met with proponents and opponents,
and discussed this measure extensively at itscMarThe NEBA board Iso feels that the size and timing of
and April meetings. At this time, the NEBA Boardis hi s bond measure is 1ina
neither officially opposing or supporting this bondverall unfunded longterm liabilities in the hundred of
measure. The NEBA board, in general, strongiyillions of dollars, its $14+ million annual operating
supports adequate community swim facilities, buteficit, the shockingly poor state of the local and
nevertheless has reservations about this particuteional economy, and BUSD plans to float a new
bond measure. NEBA would prefer a smaller, mo®200M+ facilities bond in November 2010. The
focused and realistic budget and plan to renovate ad8BA board was unhappy with the BUSD decision to
maintain those pool facilities that will be widely usedear down the existing therapeutic pool at BHS and
by the community, including the King and Willardhopes BUSD will reconsider so that this pool may be
pools. The threat to close down the Willard pdol renovated. @ fe board also frowned upon the
the bond measure fails is unconvincing and a form ohorthodox use of bond money for staff and
unacceptable strorgrming. mai ntenance functions or o0
General Fund, and the floating of yet another revenue
In particular, the NEBA board has reservations abonteasure that is purported to benefit the entire
t he proposed constr uct icommunityfbut s onfyvoalraid fgr dy prdpertya t
construction cost of almost $10,000,000 plus ongoirgvners.
maintenance cost. AWarm pool 6 i s a misnomer, since

the proposed 92 degree Fahrenheit temperaturelnissummary, in the foreseeable future NEBA would
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like to see a better and smaller plan for ouwall BUSD pools should be available to the general
community pools that does not include &ommunity as in other jurisdictions; Berkeley finances
$10,000,000+ therapy pool for the benefit of a feare already stretched too thin, more taaed fees are
hundred persons at most. The NEBA Boarinpending, and essential needs have not been
understands that some voters will support thestablished or prioritized.
particular pool bond measure in the belief that it is
right for Berkeley or that the good parts outweigh thRebuttal to the Argument For: according to the
rest. We urge you to proceed with caution and care.Aquatic Exercise Association, the Cal and YMCA
pools should meet the needs of nearly all warm pool
For your information, below is a summary ofethswimmers, and membship costs would be
official ballot arguments for and against the measureminuscule compared to this measure; the proposed
91F temperature of the new warm pool is not
For: municipal pools are a treasure but all four arecommended for tots, children, pregnant women, the
near the end of their uaghatic,udeniolsiandethe obdsdr e BESH swill nbe
lose; all pools will become more energy efficientiemolishing a certified National LandmarBerkeley
operating funds will be guaranteedjpporting this faces skyrocketing debt and hundreds of millions in
measure will result in a legacy for Berkeley. unfunded liabilities.

Against: Berkeley already has 15 pools, 9 public, BRebutt al t o t he Ar gumen
nonprofit, and 3 private; warm pool users can hbeaysayers want to shut down pools; Berkeley has 4
provided with passes to the YMCA and Cal Stammunicipal pools, not 9; maintenance costs will
pools; new regional facilities should be ragaly actually be lower; Berke}e6 s debt i s not
funded; BUSD should not be demolishing the warmo adequate alternatives to the new warm pool exist;
pool at BHS and it could be rehabbed for 1/3 the coguth swim teams need better training conditions.

AA LI TTLE AI N6 T ENOUGHO: HOW BERKELEY PLANS TO
FROM PARKING METERS AND PARKING TICKET REVENUE B ALANCE THE BUDGET
By Pat Mapps, a wife, Computer Systems Engineer, writer, and tennis enthusiast, has lived in Northeast
Berkeley since 1983.

During a recent s ki r mi sAha! Rarkindy citaBoa mpgpeals prgcéssing B asuchk a |
Enforcement bureaucracy, | confronted once again thi&g Business that there are private firms to which this
persistety deeply disturbing dissonance between the r oc e s s c anor ckeedShél toakt sy
Mission Statement (of the Parking Enforcement Unitinformation and told me that | would be notified by
in this case) and t he r malbfthe¢ resultoofmytontest. Ci ty Mot her
Fathersd unending quest to balance the budget,
time using a combi nat i oAfewdays tatergl cdiiesl tha Center adaia to qguive
we feed into parking meters and the rising painfudbout the due date for my written appeal. | was again
penalties exacted from those who do not timely spashocked, this time by being told thaay appeal had

said change. been denied! This decision was made despite the
facts that 1) The initial 21 day appeal period had not
Parking Citations are Big Business elapsed and 2) | had not signed anything so there was

The parking ticket | received was so mindmbingly no valid appeal to adjudicate. When the written
unfair thatit could not go unchallenged. | usdtet notice of denial arrived, it sed that my appeal had
O0by telephoned opti on theendemed tdue ® tack of riten evidenseke t ci |
even though | fully intended to prepare a written

protest. | described to the Call Taker the locatiom he same entity that was
where the ticket was issued and, being unsure of tlienying my appeal decided whether my appeal would
name of the street, asked of she was familigh the  be upheld. Could this possibly have been fair?

area | was describingHer shocking reply was that

she did not and could not know the area since she wikind an Angel

in lowal! Now | had two minehumhngly unfair experiences:
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First the circumstances in wth the citation was 2009 revenue of about $3,000,000. The City also

issued; secondn my eyes, a simple scamand a receives revenue from gasoline taxe nSp

poorly executed one at that. change, 0 it seems, adds
more than $17,000,000, well over 10% of the General

| redoubled my commitment to contest the citation. Fund. This amount and percentage increases when

contacted a few offices in the City to inquiabout gasoline taxes are addedhe reaction of municipal

the circumstances which led to my being issued thmanagement to this enormous quantity fofs par e

citation. The results that | achieved were pretty poachange o seems to be fAthe

i with the exception of an awesome individual in

Public Works Transportation. She showed interest iNlatier and Ross reported in their Sunday, January 31,

the circumstances surrounding the issmeaof the 2010, San Francisco Chro

original citation and an wlepth knowledge of rules repeatedly claiming that parking enforcement is not

about signage. In the end, she voiced concerns at ralgout money, San Francisco officials haveetjyi

description of the signage and gave me her expliciddded 10 more ticketers to the streets on Satuiidays

support of my challenge of the citation. on overtimei with the goal of bringing in more
moneye It wasnot t hat
Fairodos Fair [Metropolitan Transportation] Agency was talking

In addition to this very welcomesupport from about laying off 24 parking officers to save money.
someone actually in the know, | learned from th& h e rgeobosd r eason those pl a
Cityds web sit e atule eguiringh estimatedattat each pdrking affiser turns a $200,000
fairness in the issuance of parking tickets. annual profit for the cit

The Parking Enforcementdnit has pblishedandthe The Ber kel ey budget docunm
Council endorsed Klission Statemenwhich includes of the impending State budget cuts and the general
the requirement that the issuance of parking citatioreconomic uncertainty, odune 9, Council directed
to be fair. According to the Parking Enforcemenstaff to bring forward increases in a number of
Uni t 0s Mi ssi on St at e meparking related fees &nd fine§ avhich cwoulldoraise
Endorsing Rlees puidpase iofo Parking fapproximately $1.59 million in new revenue in FY
Enforcement is to mitigate traffic congestion an2 010 and $2.64 million in
promote parking turnover ... by the consistenin fact, all of the projected soces of new revenue in
enforcement of parking regulations ... The Parkinghis budget are related to parking fees and fines.
Enforcement Unit will accomplish its goals by
insuring that appropriate enforcement is carried o0 What 6s Wrong With This
vigorously, yet fairly a n d ef ficientWg ar® left(WEmgnimea grattys big questions about
added) Council Resolution No. 63,49R.S. parking and how the pursuit of parking and, more
endorsed this Mission Statement. generally, carbowentric revenue fits or clash with

our vision of our Town.
Parking Tickets Also Are Big Government
My relief at finding this commitment to fairness wasParking policies have a direct effect on local
shortlived as | soon discovered parking to be a Bigusinesses as does outsourcing of City functions.
Government as well.  Berkeley issued?O2435 There also are huge implications for our commitment
parking citations in 2006, 313,597 in 2007, ando fiscal diversity and to carbon reduction. More
296,440 in 2008. Total Net Collections weregenerally, there is aabsence of a coherent vision of
$9,004,505, $11,860,190, and $10,187,314hose how we can realize a more appealing version of our
years respectively. 2009 Net Collections are expecteatiily lives.
to be $9,975,000.

Parking policy hit the headlines last summer when
The Aspar e c h a nigiato parkihga tlocalwhusinessep aecided that the Oakland City
meters is accounted for separately but appearsto 8o unc i | Afhas declared wa
projected at $4,518,31f8dr 2009and $6,526,958 for customers ah Oakland residents. The new parking
2010. Oftstreet parking fees produced additionakegulations that extend meter hours to 8pm, increase
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meter rates to $2.00 per hour, increase fines for
parking violations and the avalanche of parkingrhe lack of fiscal diversity is another dangerous
tickets has placed the survival of our shoppingondition especially when money is scarce and
districts in jeopat y . © sources of funds are shrinking or disappearing. In
addition to the parking fees that constitute more than
| can find no evidence to support the rumor thal0% of City revenues, anoth$8,402,03%f revenue
several Oakland Council members were injured whilevas expected to come from Vehicle License Fees in
running away from their initial support of the newFY 2009
parking regulations and policies. The rules, or at least
some of them, were quickly rescinded. This means that carbarentric revenues could total
more than $30,000,000 per year. This dependence on
Outsourcing of City functions also has a deleteriousarbon related revenues well may be a poor idea when
effect on local commerce. There is no way thawve all view the reduction of our individual and
Berkeley parking citation processing jobs that are ol | ecti ve ficarbon f owetopr
being done in lowa can benefit the local economylo focus on a technology whose use we hope to
The lowans doing these reasonably vpelying jobs reduce drastically over a relatively short time seems
do mt own homes, drive vehicles, shop, patronizéoth risky and at odds with a larger and much more

restaurants or movie theatres, or pay taxes ®mi gni fi cant goal than bal
Berkeley. We get neither direct nor indirect revenue
from them. In Conclusion

It started out as a truly unjugiarking citation and
There is an even bigger issue with outsourcingnded up causing me to think about much bigger
governmental functions to the private sector. Thesues. The two most important issues | found were
only reason any private firm would take on a publigdhe validity (or not) of outsourcing the contesting of
function is that its executives see the opportunity tparking citations and the issue of focusing so much of
make a profit. This motive is incongruous with thethe budget on carbecentic revenues. Neither action

Cityos goal of rai si ng seems ‘oetakel @ middipralongterm wiewaaf by  w
Missionrelated parametefisin this case, aesireto Ci t ydés futur e. That 6s wh
promote traffic circulation and a standard of fairness

i govern the way in which the revenue is raised. \nd y e s, I did get a 6cou

the end, the shenanigan that the Citation Call Centeitation.
pulled on me is just a scaimand a bad one at that.

THE OAKS THEATER AND OUR NEIGHBORHOOD
Compiled by Connie andein Sutton, neighbors of the theater

Webre very fortunat e t candlimagine thelatal Ghlore hndiaashgrinding ammse
neighbeshood. This area was built outbefore and seeds in them hundreds of years ago, preparing
developers used bulldozers and earthmovers to shépar staple food for the wintefThen just by walking

the landscape when they laid out streets and hooh@vn the hill to Solano Avenue you can see the
sites, so our g#ogy and topography are relativelymarquee of the Oaks Theater rising up, and be
natural. When we walk the streets and paths of theansported back to the Roaring 20s, back to 1925,

nei ghbor hood, we br e wa lwhennhg Theateowagbuiltl @ e e Gssa meu slti tat
hills and valleys that have existed for thousands tife history behind the theater, with an update on the
years. | t 6s easy to i magi n duture of this lbcal remark.o f those who

lived here b#ore us and to appreciate our history and

the brief momentve are here to enjoy our part in itPrior to 1900, the Northbrae and lower Thousand
Oaks areas werknown as "The Ranchlands", with

Right here in our neighborhood, we can walk tgently rolling hills ideal for pasturing small herds of

Mortar Rock Park (next to Indian Rock Park) and lookattle, sheep, and goats. The area was not part of

at the depressions ground down by hand into the ro@erkeley, and was sparsely settled. It was a favorite
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place for Sunday picnics. This began to change whémoughout California, along witkeveral monumental
the 1906 edhquake and fire in San Francisco forcefuildings in San Francisco and other cities in
an exodus towards the East Bay and Berkeley. T@alifornia. James and Merritt Reid were born in New
need for housing and the availability of efficient traiBrunswick Canada in the 1850s. James was educated
and ferry service to San Francisco made tle the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and
undeveloped land beyond the northern border of teerved as the principal architecttive partnership. He
city desirabé for new homes. (Berkeley historiarfirst came to California in 1888, after he was
Richard Schwartz's recently published book, commissioned to design the Hotel del Coronado in
"Earthquake Exodus, 1906", provides an excelleBan Diego. In 1889 he moved to San Francisco to join
description of this process see his brother Merritt.

www.richardschwartz.com.)

Much of their work occurred during the reconstruction
In 1907 he first section of the Northbrae residentiabf San Franisco after the 1906 earthquake and fire.
tract was opened for development, including the upp€he firm was very versatile, designing hotels, office
blocks of Solano Avenue, which were planned ashaildings, churches, and theaterBhey designed the
commer ci al strip. ( Yo u 6Grand Liake Theatee in Ob&land (opgemned kss thanac
your sidewal Kk has a r e dnonths aftar thet Gaks,ion March 6) 4926), she Hiotelw
identified the area when it was first laid outljhis Del Coronado in San Diego (built in 1888), the
area was formally annexed by the city of Berkeley iBpreckels Temple of Music in Golden Gate Park
1908. In 1910 the "Northbrae Tunnel" at the top ¢fi900), the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco (1906),
Solano Avenue was constructed, opening up Solanoated the Cliff House in San Francisco (1909).
interurban transit, and the street became a
trarsportation hub. The Southern Pacific Railroadihe Oaks was built for the Blumenfeld Theater Chain,
built rail tracks through the tunnel and down Solanehich had aNorthern California empire of theaters.
Avenue. (Max Blumenfeld got his start in the entertainment
businesswith a nickelodeon in North Beach in 1917,
In 1909 Thousand Oaks, another large residential tradtich would show new releases featuring Charlie
adjoining Northbrae, was opened and home sites wé&haplin and the Keystone Cops/¥hen he had The
offered for sale. Solano Avenue, whiiet part of the Oaks hiilt in 1925 it was the 10th theater in his
Thousand Oaks development, became the commergedwing chain of theatersln time his family would
focus of both Thousand Oaks and Northbreemes own 60 theaters throughout Northern California.
were built on the streets close to Solano Avenue in the
teens, and development accelerated througbotit Dur i ng t he Roaring 206s t
tractsduringthe® Roar i ng 2006s". exploded throughout the countryWith newfound
prosperity (and no television at home) people in
In 1925 the Oaks Theater was built, becoming a focBerkeley flocked to the movies, enjoying new
of the entire North Berkeley area. It is the oldest-stilteleases, newsreels, cartoons, and often even a live act
surviving building along upper Solano. or two like magicians or ventriloquists to complete the
experience. Imagine how convenient and lively an
From the early 1900s, every neighborhood wanted éoening would be for neighbors who walked to the
have its own theater since most #hvinvolved theater after dinner to enjoy a new movie and
walking. Many of Berkeley's neighborhoods had theentertainment at the brand new Oaks Theater.
own local theaters, including the EImwood (1914) on
College Ave, The UC on University Ave (1916), andhe motion picture industry was hit hard by the
the United Artists (1911) on ShattuckSeveral of advent of television in the 1950's, however. and most
these theaters (including the Oaks) dabeen of the neighborhood heaters throughout Berkeley
landmarked, and the EImwood and the Oaks both avere torn down or converted to other usé¥e 6 v e
anchor buildings in very successful shopping areasheen very fortunate that the Oaks has survived,
the city. through the efforts of various owners and operators.
Probably the most creative operator was Alan
The Oaks Theater was designed by the Reid Brothdwichaan of the Grand Lake Theatin Oakland.He

These welknown architects built movie theatergan the Oaks for several years, and did a wonderful
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job of updating the interior and recreating the Affhe new owner is John Gordon, a wellown local
Deco look it now hasl t 6s har d t o Iibvedtor who ®wns $evetal lanagntarkeld buildings in
recently the Oaks had only two ownersThe Berkeley. Gordon has leased the theater to a new
Blumenfeld family owned it from 12 until 1979, group who plan to show a mix of movies, with lots of
when the Lee family of Oakland bought it and ownefibreign films and Bollywood movies in the mix. They

it until 2009. The Lees completed an exteriomlso hope to provide more food choices and also
renovation in 2001 that removed the ugly sheet metahybe beer and wine. We all hope this is another
covering the second story (installed in the late 1940ds)ely chapter in the history of the Oaks Theater and
and revealed the distinctive winge and the our own little neighborhood.

attractive second story facade.

COUNCIL INSIDERS FLOUT BUILDING LAWS: THE RYAN LAU/NICOLE DRAKE CAPER

Ryan Lau has been an aideGouncilmember Darryl helping enforce them against the rest of us. Most
Moore(District2f or si x year s. Berkeleyvrasglents Imghd thilkottwatr rentwal from all
appointee to the powerful Zoning Adjustment Boarayf their varous City positions would be in order.

which reviews and enforcesauand building permits.

Ryanés significant otheBut Nnool e AMAMocadkredi nigs tao | 6¢c

aide to District 1 Councilmember Linda Maio andik now Ryan i s a good pers
also a paid Commissioner on the Rent Board, whithhi ng and make the situat
oversees regulation of residential rental propertly. shoul d have had bett e
Both Ryan and Nicolear i n t he @l i nweo rokfi nsgued coessiséi coeniof p n ® he  Mc

should there be a civic emergency and the respectoféicials refused to comment.

Councilmembers are not available to helm the ship of

state. Ryan and Nicole live together at a properGan the property situation be made right? Unless a
recently purchased by Lau on Carlton Street. convenient loophole is found, not likely.

Based on a tip to thBerkeleyDaily Planet in early On Mar ch 18, Berkel eyods |
Marchthis year, independent Berkeley journalist Fre&/endy Cosin stated that she was not optimistic that
Dodsworth uncovered the following shockingstory. t he Ci ty woul d be abl e |
without a variance (since aspects of the project are
Completely without the required use and buildingutright prohibited under Berkeley codes) and that
permits, and of course without the costly paymentsforbt ai ni ng such a variance
same, Lau t@& down most of his garagand began no case can zoning approve this (without a vagan
replacing it with a upscalaesidential structure twicei f t he set backs are | ess
the size and located far less than the required four fget a variance, the Council Aide would have to tear
from the property line. The demoliton and he structure downo she s
construction was apparently hidden from public view
by onewall of the old structure. If Dodsworth had noSince the situation was revealed, the only resignation
uncovered the situation, Lau and Drake would alsdbas been Lauds from the
have avoided the other costs and requiremerits late March he began the process to apply for
imposed on the general public by the very same Ciermits. The first step is the application for an
Council and City administration for which theyAdministrative Use Pernitand City staff, alone,
workd for example, numerous building inspectionsgould approve, deny, or approve this with conditions.
upward ad valorem property tax reassessment, upwaite next step might be an appeal of the staff decision,
reassessment of squdmmtage based taxes and feesyhaever it may be, to the ZAB, by either Lau,
required sewer lateral inspection and replacementgighbors, or an interested member of the public. The
compliance with vari ous findlgappea wauld rbe tpuHe aCityi @ouansil, which
would be the very last thing the City Council would
Most Berkeley rsidents would view this situation aschoose to occur. Clearly, Dodsworth and many
cheating and hypocrisy by two public employees whderkeleyas will be closely following this story of

are in the unique position of knowing the rules andsider malfeasance.
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REAL ESTATE PRICES (ASKING VS SALES PRICES) AND TIME REQUIRED TO SELL HOMES
IN NORTH BERKELEY , March 2009 to March 20D MarketMetrics Reportby Gloria Polanski

tiarls Folansid Median For Sale vs. Median Sold ERREN
Mar-09 vs. Mar-10: The median price of for sale properties is down 8% and the median price of sold properties is down 17%
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Gloria Polanski The Average Days on Market by Month EBRDI
Mar-09 vs. Mar-10: The average days on market is down 41%
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